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INTRODUCTION 

THIS  little  history  of  our  line  of  the  Dresser 
family  from  1638  to  the  present  day  was  made 
possible  by  a  motor  trip  through  New  England 
in  the  summer  of  1912.  Mrs.  Solomon  R.  Dresser 
had  invited  my  daughter,  Emma  C,  and  myself,  to 
accompany  her  and  in  planning  our  itinerary  we 
resolved  to  go  to  Rowley,  Mass.,  and  endeavor  to 
add  to  our  knowledge  of  the  Dresser  Genealogy  on 
the  spot  where  John  Dresser,  and  Mary  his  wife 
settled,  with  the  Ezekiel  Rogers  Company,  in  1639, 
after  coming  over  from  Rowley,  England. 

Previous  to  1870  my  husband,  Jasper  M.  Dresser, 
had  been  gathering  data  from  James  B.  Dresser,  of 
Adams  Basin,  New  York, — a  well-known  authority, 
— and  elsewhere;  and,  on  coming  to  Chicago  for 
residence  in  1896,  I  spent  many  hours  in  the  Genea- 
logical Department  of  Newberry  Library,  trying  to 
verify  and  add  to  my  knowledge  of  the  family 
records,  but  finally  gave  up;  as  the  link  seemed  to 
be  lost,  connecting  the  first  four  generations  with  the 
later  ones.  But  at  Rowley  we  were  most  fortunate 
in  finding  a  resident,  ]Mr.  G.  B.  Blodgette,  an  histo- 
rian and  an  authority,  who  kindly  placed  his  records 
at  our  disposal.  From  these  records  and  from  those 
in  Ipswich  library,  and  in  the  State  House  in  Boston, 
and  from  "Gage's  History  of  Rowley,*'*  we  were 
enabled  to  get  a  history  of  several  generations  which 

♦Note: — This  book  is  out  of  print,  but  a  copy  has  been  procured,  and  is 
in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  S.  R.  Dresser,  Bradford,  Penna. 


was  afterwards  supplemented  and  verified  by  research 
work  in  Newberry  Library,  in  the  winter  of  1912. 

The  early  settlers  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony, 
who  followed  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  met  with  many 
severe  trials;  but,  notwithstanding  their  great  dis- 
couragements, they  were  joined  each  year  by  about 
twenty  ship  loads  of  those,  who,  wishing  to  worship 
God  in  their  own  way,  and  seeing  how  little  hope 
there  was  of  peaceable  living  in  their  own  land, 
resolved  to  cross  the  sea — "exiles  for  conscience's 
sake."  Archbishop  Laud,  "the  persecuting  prelate," 
whose  hand  grew  more  and  more  rigid  and  cruel 
drove  some  of  the  most  faithful  ministers  of  the 
church  out  of  England.  One  of  these  was  Ezekiel 
Rogers,  minister  for  seventeen  years  in  St.  Peter's 
Church,  Rowley,  Yorkshire,  a  man  of  great  note  for 
his  piety,  learning  and  eloquence. 

In  the  year  1638  the  ship  John  of  London, 
sailed  with  Mr.  Rogers  and  twenty  families  of  his 
parishioners,  "most  of  them  of  goode  estate,"  bound 
for  Salem,  Mass.  As  it  was  so  late  when  they  arrived 
they  spent  the  winter  in  Salem,  and  looked  about 
for  a  permanent  home.  They  found  desirable  land 
between  Ipswich  and  Newbur^-port,  which  they 
bought  in  May,  1639,  for  £800.  This  land  was 
called  "Ezekiel  Rogers  Plantation,"  and  afterwards, 
Rowlev,  to  commemorate  the  old  home  in  England. 
Here  the  people  labored  together  and  in  common 
for  nearly  five  years ;  no  man  owning  land  in  severalty 
Tintil  after  it  had  been  cleared.  In  1643  a  committee 
was  appointed  "by  the  fremen  of  the  towne  who 


also  are  to  regester  the  several!  lotts,"  and  one  and  a 
half  acre  portions  were  assigned  to  each  of  the 
various  families.  On  "Bradford  Streete"  was  given : 
**To  John  Dresser  one  lott  containinge  one  acree 
and  a  halfe,  bounded  on  the  south  side  by  Thomas 
Ellethrop's  house  lott,  part  of  it  lyinge  on  the  west 
side,  and  part  of  it  on  the  east  side  of  the  streete.'* 
(Gage's  Histor}'^  of  Rowley.) 

John  Dresser  seems  to  have  been  prominent  in 
the  affairs  of  the  town.  In  Gage's  history'  twenty- 
seven  references  are  made  to  him  and  his  family. 
His  son,  Lieut.  John,  served  six  years  as  Representa- 
tive to  General  Court,  and  was  one  of  the  Selectmen 
of  Rowley,  who,  in  1687,  with  those  from  Ipswich, 
made  resistance  against  the  "laying  of  rates"  which 
the  English  Governor  Andros  commanded — an  early 
rebellion  against  "taxation  without  representation" 
which  caused  some  of  them  to  be  fined  and  cast  into 
Boston  prison. 

The  young  settlement  had  many  diflBculties  to 
encounter,  and  was  among  the  towns  caught  in  the 
frenzy  and  terror  of  Salem  Witchcraft.  Some  of  the 
most  upright  and  reputable  citizens  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Colony — among  them  one  clergyman — 
were  put  to  death.  "Margarett  Scott,  Widdow,"  of 
Rowley,  was  convicted  on  September  17th,  of  "Cer- 
tain detestable  arts  called  witchcraft  and  Sorceries 
Wickedly  Mallitiously  and  felloniously  Exercised," 
and  on  September  22nd,  1692,  was  executed  at 
Salem.  {See  p.  169-175  Gage's  Hist,  of  Rowley.) 
Her  great-grand-daughter,  Mehitable  Scott,  married 


in  1730,  Aaron*  Dresser,  of  our  line,  and  they  had  a 
large  family  of  children. 

On  September  5th,  1839,  the  second  Centennial 
Anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Rowley  was  held, 
for  which  preparations  were  in  progress  for  five 
months  previous.  A  pavilion  was  erected  in  which 
the  dinner  was  spread.  People  from  the  surround- 
ing countr}^  came  in  great  numbers,  and  the  addresses 
and  speeches  delivered,  were  afterwards  made  the 
foundation  of  Gage's  History  of  Rowley. 

A  pleasant  incident  of  our  stay  in  the  Rowley 
neighborhood  was  motoring  down  the  "Old  Dresser 
Road"  in  Boxford,  once  a  part  of  Rowley,  and 
viewing  the  cellars  of  the  house  Nathan  Dresser 
erected  in  1728.  It  is  probable  that  five  generations, 
at  least,  of  Dressers  lived  here.  Daniel,  the  father 
of  Nathan,  was  an  extensive  farmer  and  resided  with 
his  son.  He,  Nathan,  was  a  blacksmith  and  built  a 
shop  nearby.  His  son,  John,  succeeded  to  his 
father's  business,  and  to  him  were  born  sixteen 
children,  one  of  whom,  Nathan,  became  his  father's 
successor  at  his  death.  The  cellars  are  thickly 
grown  up  with  underbrush,  from  which  several  tall 
birch  trees  have  sprung.  As  we  stood  on  a  little 
knoll  no  sign  of  human  occupation  was  in  evidence, 
except  the  remains  of  an  old  apple  orchard,  the  dead 
trees  standing  gray  in  the  August  sunshine. 

The  sign-board  "Dresser  Road"  still  marks  the 
highway,  which  shows  no  indication  of  the  busy  life 
of  nearly  two  centuries  ago.  The  property  belongs 
to  the  Herrick  family — no  Dressers  are  now  in  that 


vicinity,  although  two  or  three  families  of  the  name 
reside  in  the  town  of  Rowley,  which,  to-day,  is  a 
placid  village  of  about  twelve-hundred  inhabitants. 
The  historic  Common  remains  as  it  was  laid  out  in 
1639,  and  many  of  the  elms  planted  commemorative 
of  the  celebration  in  1839,  still  remain. 


GENEALOGY 

JOHN  DRESSER^  had  an  acre  and  a  half  house 
lot  on  Bradford  Street,  1643.  He  was  about  61 
years  in  1668.  {Essex  Court  Files.)  He  brought 
with  him  wife  Mary.    He  was  buried  19  April,  1672. 

CHILDREN   BORN    IN   ROWLEY 
John,  b.  (about  1640) :   m.  27  Nov.,  1662,  Martha,  dau.  of  Richard  Thorley 

d.  1724. 
Mary,  b.  23-2mo.  1642 ;   buried  27  Nov.,  1659. 
SAMUEL,  b.  10-12mo.  1643,;  m.  Mary  Leaver  Dec.  9,  1668. 
Jonathan,  b.  8-llmo.,  1646;  buried  10  Dec.,  1659. 
Elizabeth,  b.  10-3mo.,  1649;  m.  June  10,  1680,  Jonathan  Hopkinson. 

SAMUEL  DRESSER2  (son  of  John')  born  10- 
12mo.,  1643,  m.  Dec.  9,  1668,  Mary  dau.  Thomas 
Leaver.  She  died  21  Aug.,  1714.  '* Samuel  Dresser 
Sen*r.  dyed  most  suddenly  Dec.  28,  1704.'*  {Church 
Rec.) 

CHILDREN   BORN   AND   BAPTIZED    IN   ROWLEY 

Mary,  b. June,  bapt.  20  Nov.,  1670;  m.  4  Dec.,  1696  to  Daniel  Foster  of 

Ipswich. 
Elizabeth,  b.  2  Dec.  bapt.  10  Dec.,  1671;  m.  {before  June,  1695)  John  Stewart. 

{Chk  Rec.) 
Samuel,  b.  23  Aug.  bapt.  31  Aug.,  1673;   m.  Mary  Burpee. 
JOHN,  b.  1  April,  bapt.  9  April.  1676;  m.  Margaret  Acy. 
Thomas,  bapt.  June,  1678;  buried  Aug.,  1682. 
Joseph,  b.  17  March,  bapt.  21  March,  1679;  m.  Elizabeth  Kilborn. 
Hannah,  b.  17  Feb.,  ICSl  ;    m.  Sn.mno]  Potter  of  Ipswich,  March,  1711. 
Thomas,  bapt.  10  Feb.,  1683;  died  soon. 
Thomas,  b.  4  April ;  bapt.  12  April,  1685. 


Jeremiah,  b.  30  June;  bapt.  3  July,  1687. 

Benjamin,  b.  23  Sept.;  bapt.  29  Sept.,  1689;  m.  in  Boston  Sept.,  1712,  Lydia 

Vaughn.     {Boston  Rec.) 
Henry,  b.  24  April;  bapt.  1  May,  1692;  living  11  April,  1715,  when  he  receipted 

for  a  portion  of  his  father's  estate.     {Essex  Probate  File  8323.) 

JOHN  DRESSER^,  {son  of  Samuel\  grandson  of 
John^)y  bom  1  April,  1676,  married  10  February, 
1702,  Margaret,  dau.  of  John  Acy.  She  died  26 
March,  1718.  He  died  23  July,  1717.  Administra- 
tion on  his  estate  granted  13  October  1717,  to  his 
widow,  and  his  brother-in-law,  John  Stewart.  His 
estate  was  divided  25  Nov.,  1729;  Aaron,  oldest  son 
living  to  have  real  estate  and  pay  Thomas  and  Jacob 
their  shares.     {Essex  Probate  16  vol.  102.) 

CHILDREN   BORN   IN   ROWLEY 
Moses,  b.  11  May;  bapt.  21  May,  1704;   died  before  25  Nov.,  1729,  without 

issue. 

AARON,  b. ;  m.  Mehitable  Scott. 

Thomas,  b.  3  May;  bapt.  in  Bj-field  Ch.  May  1711. 

Jacob,  bapt.  Byfield  Ch.  8  Feb.,  1712;   m.  4  Feb.,  1741,  Rachel  Bradford  of 

Boxford. 

AARON  DRESSER^,  {son  of  John\  grandson  of 

Samuel,  great-grandson  of  John^)y  born  ;    m.  4 

Dec,  1730,  Mehitable,  daughter  of  John  Scott,  b. 
1708.  He  {Aaron)  owned  the  covenant  in  Rowley 
Church  21  Jan.,  1727.  Aaron  Dresser  and  his  wife 
Mehitable  were  admitted  3  May,  1747,  to  the  2nd 
Church  at  Lancaster,  ]\Iass.  They  had  children 
bom  in  Lancaster.  In  1748  Aaron  "enlisted  in 
Capt.  Wilder's  Co.  to  fight  Indians;"  and  in  1755, 
enlisted  for  the  Crown  Point  Expedition  in  Col.  J. 
Whitcomb's  Co.     He  was  absent  from  March,  1755, 


to  Jan.,  1756,  when  he  returned  from  Albany  to 
Bolton,  Mass.,  where  he  was  discharged.  The  fol- 
lowing letter  is  copied  from  Lancaster  Military 
Annals : 

"July  ye  1  1756 
To  His  Honour  Spencer  Phips  Esq. 

The  Petition  of  Aaron  Dresser  Humbly  showing  that  he  Inlisted  himself  a 
privet  solder  in  Collonel  Whitcomb's  Company,  In  Collonel  Willard's  Regi- 
ment the  last  year  In  the  expedition  against  Crown  Point  and  so  it  may  please 
your  Honour  and  Honours  that  I  was  taken  sick  at  the  Camp  and  was  unable 
to  Travil  and  Brought  down  to  Albany  In  a  wagon  Remaind  sick  at  Albany 
thre  wekes  &  thre  Days  and  then  was  unable  to  travil  on  foot  and  was  forst 
to  Hire  a  man  and  Horse  to  carry  me  homward.  To  what  it  Cost  me  at  Can- 
terhook  while  sick  there  for  Nurising  and  Nesecarys  I  was  obliged  to  get 

£1  —  53  — lid 
To  what  it  Cost  me  for  man  and  Horse  and  expenses  Home  to  Lancaster  which 
ye  man  was  15  Days  a  performing  I  being  so  weke 

jea  —  183  —  6d 
Your  Petitioner  Humbly  Prays  your  Honour  and  Honours  to  Repay  him  the 
above  said  sum  of  five  pounds,  four  shillings  and  five  pence  which  Cost  and 
Charge  he  has  actually  ben  at  as  in  Dutey  bound  shall  ever  Pray 

Aabon  Deesseb." 
(See  Mass.  Archives  75 :686,) 

CHILDREN    BORN    IN    RO^^XEY,  BAPT.  BYFIELD   CHURCH 
Mehitable,  b.  Jan.;  bapt.  6  Jan.,  1733;  d.  Nov.,  1736. 
Elizabeth,  bapt.  July  18,  1736. 
OLIVER,  b.  16  Sept.;  bapt.  18  Sept.,  1737. 
Hannah,  bapt.  16  Dec.,  1739;  d.  in  her  12th  year. 
John,  bapt  28  March,  1742. 

CHILDREN   BORN   IN   LANCASTER 
Elijah,  bapt.  Jan.  27,  1750.     He  was  in  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  in  1775  and 

in  the  Battle  of  Bennington  in  1777.     Died  at  Turner,  Me.,  aged  96, 
"Aaron,  There  son  who  was  Born  Sept.  ye  29  1753  &  died  in  1  Hour."  {Copied 

from  burial  stone  in  Lancaster.) 

OLI\^R  DRESSERS,  {son  of  Aaron*,  grandson 
of  John^,  Samuel',  John^),  b.  in  Rowley  16  Sept. 
bapt.  18  Sept.,  1737;  m.  Olive  Osgood  in  Lancaster, 
Mass.,  Nov.  4,  1762;    d.  in  Wendell,  Mass.,  1809. 


t'» 


Olive,  dau.  of  Moses  Osgood  of  Lancaster  was  b. 
23  March,  1742.  Oliver  enlisted  in  Capt.  Asa  Whit- 
comb's  Co.,  for  the  Crown  Point  Expedition  in 
1755.  From  March  to  Dec,  1758  he  was  in  the  war 
for  "Reduction  of  Canada;"  and  enlisted  in  Capt. 
Moore's  Co.,  Aug.  1,  1780  to  "reinforce  Continental 
Army  for  3  mos."  (See  *^Mass.  Soldiers  and  Sail- 
ors.'') 

CHILDREN   BORN   IN   PRINCETON,  MASS. 

Oliver,  Jr.,  b.  Aug.,  1763;   bapt.  Aug.  21;  m.  Rebecca  Wright,  1795,  at  Wen- 
dell, Mass. 
AARON  1  Twins,  b.  Mar.  iO,  1765.    Moses  m.  Lois  Crosbee  at  Wendell,  Mass., 
Moses      i  Feb.,  1788.    They  lived  at  Montague,  Mass. 

Rufus,  b.  Feb.  22,  1767;  lived  in  Temple,  Maine. 
Ephraim,  b.  Mar.  12,  1769;  d.  1819. 
Elijah,  b.  Feb.  22,  1771 ;  d.  Geneseo,  N.  Y.,  1822. 

CHILDREN   BORN   IN   WENDELL,  MASS. 
Joel,  b.  March  2,  1775;  m.  Sarah  Whitney  at  Lee,  Mass.,  in  1802.     Joel  was  a 

Dr.  practicing  in  Ellisburgh,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in 

1843. 
Olive,  m.  Luke  Osgood,  1802;  d.  Pittsford,  Vt.,  in  1868. 

AARON  DRESSER®,  (son  of  Oliver^,  grandson 
of  Aaron*,  JoJni^,  SamueP,  John^),  b.  March  20, 
1765,  at  Princeton,  Mass.,  m.  Abigail  Munroe,  at 
Wendell,  Mass.,  Nov.  29,  1787.  She  was  of  Scotch 
descent  and  said  to  be  of  the  family  of  President 
Monroe.  They  lived  in  Montague,  Mass.,  several 
years,  when  they  moved  to  Bridgewater,  N.  Y. 
From  thence  they  settled  in  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y., 
after  the  war  of  1812  and  Aaron  opened  a  public- 
house  known  as  "Dresser's  Tavern,"  which  became 
a  center  of  trade  and  the  beginning  of  Famelia  Four 
Comers,  in  the  history  of  which  he  was  an  active 
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factor.  {See  Emerson's  Hist.  Jefferson  Co.)  Aaron 
died  at  Dansville,  N.  Y.,  at  his  son  Elemuel's  in 
1820.  Abigail  died  at  her  son  Samuel's  at  Brook- 
field,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  31,  1851. 

CHILDREN   BORN    AT   MONTAGUE,  ^LASS.,  AND   AT 
BRroGEWATER,  N.  Y. 

Aaron,  b. ;  lived  in  Pamelia,  N.  Y. 

Moses,  b.  —     ;  m.  Relief  Harrington;  lived  at  Cambridge,  Mich. 

Elemuel  Beman,  b.  ;  d.  Dansville,  N.  Y. 

PARKER,  b.  June  10,  1799;   m.  Lydia  Cronkhlte;   d.  April  16,  1872. 

Samuel,  b.  May  ii,  1803;   m.  Elizabeth  Burdick,  April  5,  1826,  at  Brookfield, 
N.  Y. ;  d.  Feb.,  1886,  at  Edmeston,  N.  Y. 

Elizabeth,  b.  ;   m.  (1)  Welch;    (2)  Burdick;   d.  May  17,  1845,  in  Brook- 
field,  N.  Y. 

Abigail,  b. ;  m.  Welch. 

Sally,  b. ;  m.  E.  PhiUips. 

PARKER  DRESSER^  {son  of  Aaron',  grandson 
of  Oliver^,  Aaron*,  John',  Samuel-,  John^),  b.  June 
10,  1799,  in  Bridgewater,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  (near 
Brookfield);  m.  Lydia  Cronkhite,  Oct.  11,  1818, 
in  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  d.  Jonesville,  Mich.,  April 
16,  1872.  On  March  12,  1837,  he  came  to  Hillsdale 
County,  Mich.,  and  near  Litchfield  purchased  240 
acres  of  land  from  the  government  at  $1.25  per  acre, 
which  still  remains  in  the  family.  In  the  year  1853 
a  substantial  stone  residence  was  built  in  which  he 
resided  until  1865,  when  he  removed  to  Jonesville, 
in  the  same  county,  erecting  the  house  in  which  he 
and  his  wife  spent  their  last  days. 

CHILDREN   BORN   IN   P.AMELIA   FOUR   CORNERS. 
JEFFER.SON    CO.,  N.  Y. 
Clarissa  Cassandra,  b.  Nov.  26,  1819;   m.  Wm.  Jackson,  at  Litchfield,  Mich.; 
d.  near  West  Point,  Ind.,  March  26,  1901. 


^i 


Abigafl,  b.  Mar,  27,  1821 ;  m.  G.  W.  Burchard,  at  Litchfield,  Mich.,  Aug.  26, 

1840. 
Hiram  Mills,  b.  April  22,  1823;  m.  (1)  Caroline  C.  Melvin,  at  Litchfield,  Mich., 

Oct.  15,  1846;    (2)  Sarah  C.  Dean,  at  Jonesvdlle,  Mich.,  Feb.  3,  1868; 

d.  Jan,  20,  1883,  at  Warsaw,  Ind. 
Parker,  b.  April  2,  lS-25;  m.  Columbia  P.  Noyes,  at  Lafayette,  Ind.,  Oct.  28, 

1861;  d.  Fairbun-,  111.,  March  28,  1901. 
Henry  Hannibal,  b.  Aug.  29,  1828;   m.  (1)  Mattie  Earl,  near  Lafayette,  Ind., 

May  28,  1861;    (2)  Louisa  Earl,  near  Lafayette,  Ind.,  May  31,  1865; 

d.  Oct.  25,  1896,  in  Litchfield,  Mich. 
Mary  EUzabeth,  b.  June  10,  1831 ;   m.  John  N.  Andrew,  at  Litchfield,  Mich., 

Feb.  10,  1852;   d.  Feb.  25,  1853,  at  Lafayette,  Ind, 

CHILDREN   BORN   IN   LITCHFIELD,  MICH. 

Jasper  Marion,  b.  May  17,  1838;  m.  Mary  Beckner,  at  Lafayette,  Ind.,  Jan. 
28,  1863;  d.  Feb.  25,  1894,  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla,  He  was  a  Private  in 
the  National  Rifles  of  Washington,  D.  C,  the  first  Company  mustered 
in  after  Lincoln's  call  for  troops  in  1861;  was  Capt.  of  "Dresser's  Bat- 
tery" and  Major  and  Lieut.  Col.  of  86th  Ind.  Vol's.,  in  the  Civil  War. 
He  lived  in  Lafayette,  Ind.,  and  represented  Tippecanoe  Co.,  as  Senator 
in  the  Indiana  legislature  of  1887-89. 

Solomon  Robert,  b.  Feb.  1,  1842;  m.  (1)  Vesta  Stimson,  of  Hillsdale,  Mich., 
Nov.  22,  1864;  (2)  CaroUne  Kir-ch,  of  Lowell,  Ohio,  Dec.  21,  1883;  d. 
Jan.  20,  1911,  at  Bradford,  Penn'a.  He  was  the  inventor  of  the  "Dresser 
Pipe  Coupling,"  and  the  founder  of  the  "S.  R.  Dresser  Manufacturing 
Co."  He  represente<l  the  Twenty-first  District  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
58th  and  59th  Congress. 


^^ 


CHILDREN  OF  THE   9TH  GENERATION 

To  William  and  Clarissa'  C.  Jackson  were  born: 
Andrew  Parker, 
Lydia  Jane, 
Helen  Mar, 
Mary  Frances, 
Henrietta  Clarissa, 
Adelaide, 
Edna  Catherine. 

To  Geor^  W.  and  Abigail'  Burchard  were  bom: 

Henrietta  Camilla, 
George  Washington, 
Franklin  Parker, 
Mary  Aurealia, 
Lydia  Clarissa. 

To  Hiram  Mills'  Dresser  and  wife  Caroline  were  bom: 
Ella  Adelaide, 
Eugene  Parker, 
Melville  Jasper, 
Carrie  Melinda, 
Fred  Hannibal, 
Alice  May. 

To  Hiram  Mills'  Dresser  and  wife  Sarah  were  bom: 
Minnie  Grace, 

To  Parker*  Dresser  and  wife  Columbia  were  bom: 
Clarence  Parker, 
lily  Belle, 
Mary  Eugenia, 
Fanny  Noyes, 
Alice  Winifred. 

To  Henry  Hannibal*  Dresser  and  wife  Mattie  were  bom : 
Jasper  Marion, 
Earl  HannibaL 

To  Henry  Hannibal'  Dresser  and  wife  Louisa  were  bom: 
Mattie, 
Niles  E., 
Arthur  Miles. 


y 


To  John  N.  and  Mary  Elizabeth'  Andrew  was  bom: 
Elizabeth. 

To  Jasper  Marion*  Dresser  and  wife  Maiy  were  bom: 
Alta  Marian, 
Emma  Caroline, 
Jasper  Marion, 
Dean  Howard. 

To  Solomon  Robert*  Dresser  and  wife  Vesta  were  bom: 
Nina  Vesta, 
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Chauncey  Stimson, 
Robert  Alexis. 

To  Solomon  Robert*  Dresser  and  wife  Caroline  were  bom: 
Carl  Kirsch, 
Solomon  Richard, 
Doris  Lydia. 


THE  CRONKHITE  FAMILY 

FROM   THE   RECORDS   OF  MRS.  W.  L.  PROCTER. 

LYDIA  CRONKHITE'S  FAMILY.  (Paternal) 
Three  brothers,  Kasper,  James  and  Jacob  Kronk- 
hite  came  from  Holland  in  1741,  and  lived  in  Duchess 
Co.,  N.  Y.  Kasper  returned  to  Holland  in  1754  and 
accumulated  a  large  fortune.  During  the  Revolu- 
tionarv^  War,  James  \yas  for  four  years  a  Captain  of 
a  Company  in  the  3rd  Reg't.  His  Commission  was 
issued  Oct.  19,  1775,  from  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y. 
He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Ft.  Washington  and 
exchanged  after  one  year.  Jacob  Kronkhite  was  a 
soldier  in  the  British  Army,  and  was  killed  at  the 
Battle  of  Bennington,  Aug.  16,  1777;  m.  Margret 
Rickard.  Children :  Henry,  Rachel,  Samuel  and 
Margret. 

Henry"  Cronkhite  {as  it  was  afterwards  spelled), 
son  of  Jacob,  was  b.  Sept.  14,  1770;  m.  Margret 
Wygant  in  1792;  d.  Dec.  14,  1821,  near  Pamelia 
Four  Corners,  N.  Y.  Henry  d.  Oct.  4,  1846,  at  his 
son  Henry's,  near  Litchfield,  Mich.,  and  was  buried 
on  the  Blair  farm. 


LYDIA  CRONKHITE'S  FAMILY.   (^Maternal) 

ANNALS   OF   THE   WEIGAND    (OR   WYGANT)    FAMILY. 

BISHOP  JOHN  WEIGAND,  b.  1523;  d.  at 
Koenigsberg  in  1578.  {While  travelling  in  Germany 
in  1906,  the  compiler  saw  on  the  walls  of  the  great 
University  at  Jetta  a  tablet  marked  tJius:  'V.  U^elgand 
1560-1573").     This  ancestor  was  first  Professor  of 


Divinity  at  the  University,  and  was  also  distinguished 
as  a  botanist.  He  was  "a  man  of  pure  life,  positive 
convictions,  and  great  force  of  character." 

*     *     * 

REV.  GEORGE  H.  WEIGAND,  of  Niedersaul- 
heim,  in  Hessen,  Germany. 
His  son  was: 

MICHAEL  WEIGAND,  b.  1656.  He  and  his 
wife  Anna  Cathrina,  came  to  this  countr\"  Dec.  8, 
1708,  on  the  ship  ** Globe"  originally  from  the 
Rhine  Palatinate;  settled  in  Quassaick,  {noiv  Fox- 
town)  and  Thauskaimier,  {now  Newburg).  Died  in 
1723.  He  built  the  Hasbrouck  house  used  as 
Washington's  Headquarters,  Newburg,  N.  Y.  {See 
the  '* Family  Record"  compiled  by  Col.  C.  H.  Weygant, 
Newburg,  N.  Y.) 

His  son  was: 

JUREY  (GEORGE)  WEIGAND,  of  Newburg. 
His  wife  was  Jannetje  {Jane)  sl  sister  of  Susanna 
who  married  William  Bond. 

His  son  was: 

WILLIAM  WYGANT,  m.  Mary  Silkworth. 
His  son  was: 

JOHN  WYGANT,  b.  1745,  at  Marlborough, 
Ulster  Co.,  New  York.  Revolutionary  Soldier  in 
Lieut.  Colonel  Johannes  Janson's  Regiment,  Stephen 
Case's  Company,  Uloter  Cu.,  N.  Y.  He  m.  in  1764 
or  5  Katherine  Powell.     Her  ancestors  were  Clement 


Hallock  Powell,  {son  of  Calebs  CalelP,  Thomas'),  of 
Brookhaven.  They  were  Quakers  and  lived  in 
Oyster  Bay,  L.  I.  They  went  to  Westchester  Co., 
in  1742.  {See  ''Long  Island  Genealogies''  by  Mary 
Poivell  Bunker,  Wantagh,  L.  I.) 
John  Wygant's  daughter  was: 

MARGRET  WYGANT,  b.  March  1,  1775;  m. 
in  1792,  Henry  Cronkhite;  d.  Dec.  14,  1821,  near 
Pamelia  Four  Corners,  N.  Y. 

THE   CHILDREN    OF   HENRY   CRONKHITE   AND 
MARGRET   WYGANT   WERE: 
Jacob,  b.  Hoosack  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  1,  1792;  d.  Nov.  2,  1809. 
Katherine,  b.  Hoosack  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Mar.  16,  1794;   d.  July  18,  1819. 
Jane,  b.  Hoosack  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  6,  1796;    m.  Makepeace;    d.  June  24, 

1860. 
Elizabeth,  b.  Hoosack  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  2,  1797;   m.  Hutchinson;  d.  1885. 
Powell,  b.  Hoosack  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  10,  1799;  d.  Oct.  18,  1821. 
LYDIA,  b.  Hoosack  Falls,  N.  Y.,  May  4,  1801 ;   m.  Parker  Dresser,  Oct.  11, 

1818,  in  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.;  d.  Jonesville,  Mich.,  Jan.  10,  1875. 
Pamelia,  b.  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  3,  1803;   m.  Sheley;   d.  Feb.  7,  1901. 
Huldah,  b.  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  26,  1805;  d.  same  date. 
Samuel,  b.  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  U,  1806;  d.  Aug.  21,  1872,  at  Litchfield, 

Mich. 
John  W.,  b.  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  21,  1808;  d.  June,  1849. 
Margret,  b.   Hoosack  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  10,  1810;    m    Graves;    d.  Dec.  2, 

1891. 
Nancy,  b.  Hoosack  Falls,  N.  Y.,  May  24,  1813;    m.  Howard;    d.  Dec.  19, 

1888. 
Henry,  b.  Mindon,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  19,  1815;  d.  Oct.  18,  1865,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 
Dolly,  b.  Le  Ray,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  19,  1818;    m.  Adams;    d.  Dec. 

18,  1904. 


In  August  of  1913  when  this  book  was  about 
ready  for  the  press,  we  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
meager  information  we  had  regarding  Aaron 6  and 
Abigail  his  wife;  though  every  clue  had  been  fol- 
lowed by  letters  of  inquiry  to  points  where  he  was 
supposed  to  have  lived.  So  again  we  took  a  motor 
trip  to  New  England  to  look  for  additional  records 
and  verify  those  we  had. 

At  Wendell,  Mass.,  we  found  in  the  books  of  the 
Town  clerk  the  following  entries : 

"Wexdell,  Sept.  29,  1787. 

This  may  certify  that  the  intention  of  marriage  between  Aaron  Dresser  of 

Montague,  Mass.,  and  Abigail  Mimroe  of  Wendell  hath  been  entered  with  me 

fourteen  days  according  to  law. 

John  Ross, 

Tovm  Clerk." 

"Aaron  Dresser  of  Montague  with  Abigail  Mimroe  of  Wendell.    The  above 
persons  married  by  Rev"  Mr.  J.  Bulburn. 
Nov.  29,  1787." 

At  Greenfield,  Franklin  Co.,  Mass.,  the  Court 
Records  show  several  sales  of  land  at  Montague, 
made  Feb.  6,  1798,  by  Aaron  and  Abigail.  At  this 
time  they  were  evidently  preparing  to  move  to  New 
York  State,  as  the  birth  of  their  son,  Parker,  indi- 
cates their  residence  there  in  1799. 

In  Poolville  and  W.  Edmeston,  N.  Y.,  we  called 
upon  two  sons  of  SamueP  and  their  wives.  These 
gentlemen,  Mr.  Franklin  Dresser  and  Mr.  Jacob 
Dresser,  are  in  the  eighties,  but  both  remembered 
many  interesting  facts  regarding  the  family  history. 
Near  by  in  a  rural  cemetery  we  visited  the  grave  of 
Abigail,  wife  of  Aaron^  and  mother  of  Parker^. 


In  Adams  Basin,  New  York,  we  were  most  fortu- 
nate in  being  able  to  consult  the  records  of  the  late 
Mr.  James  B.  Dresser,  who  spent  many  years  in 
gathering  his  list  of  over  3,000  names. 

The  compiling  and  publishing  of  this  book  has 
been  a  labor  of  love.  No  effort  has  been  spared  to 
make  it  accurate,  and  we  hope  it  will  create  an 
interest  in  preserving  future  records  of  a  name  which 
it  is  an  honor  to  bear. 

In  furtherance  of  this  object  we  are  adding  blank 
pages,  and  we  earnestly  request  that  each  of  the 
present  generation  shall  continue  the  record  in  his 
own  line;  and  that  it  may  be  thus  handed  down  to 
"children's  children." 
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